May Sightings for 2021 (compared with May 2020) on the Craigentinny Allotments:
(revised version, changes in blue)
Mammals:

Fox: male, female, and four cubs have a den under communal shed; warning: don’t leave your lunch or gloves or anything that might look attractive lying around or, even if you are nearby, it is very likely to be carried away! (1 (or maybe 2 different), 1 quite often in daylight, 1 three times on night vision camera)
Grey squirrel two in wood at bottom. ()
Brown rat: one dead being carried by Fox on 2nd. ()
Wood mouse: none reported (but neither traps nor night vision camera was used this month). (recorded on night vision camera, ending with a leap of at least a metre out of shot)


Birds:

Geese: 2 flocks of unidentified geese reported flying north on 29th. ().
Peregrine Falcon and Sparrowhawk : None reported in 2021.
Wood Pigeon: two or three quite regularly. (at least 3, almost always; one caught and partly plucked by a raptor on the community area)
Lesser Black-backed Gull: none identified separately from Herring Gulls this year (on one May day, at least 8 disputing with each other and crows over food; otherwise 1 flew by several days, in transit golf course/sea to city)

Herring Gull: almost always one or two, sometimes more; on 29th, one was found newly dead in long grass at the top of the plot with its throat torn out; it is unclear exactly what had happened and what was responsible.  (regular, 3, maybe more, in transit golf course/sea to city)

Swallow: none reported.  (2 on 31st May)
Carrion Crow: almost always up to three, (at least 2, quite frequent)
Magpie: almost always at least one, often more. (maximum at least 3, 1/2 nearly always)
Blue Tit: at least 2 seen at various points through month; almost certainly nesting in the box on the communal shed; (at least 3, regular, singing males on at least 2 territories, probably nesting)
Great Tit: 2 quite frequently near the place where they nested last year, but not using that box; maybe they have a different nest hole somewhere nearby? (2, regular, 1 pair definitely nesting, fledged chicks)
Long-tailed Tit: two on several occasions, three once (a family party on 31st May)
Blackbird: at least one pair present throughout month, and certainly at least one nest, which failed. One male has been in frequent territorial disputes around the gate area with a male from the former hospital/workhouse site; and almost certainly, from very regular singing male, a second territory at the bottom of the plot and into the trees.  (regular, 2 territorial males singing and jousting; 1 pair hatched 3 young, but nest was revealed by bush cutting, and young were predated)
Robin: singles or occasionally two regularly reported from several plots; one seen carrying a beakful of food on 20th. (1 or 2, from time to time, one carrying food, so presumably had young somewhere)
Willow Warbler: one signing by car park on 15th. ().
Starling: up to five or six on various occasions, but mostly not as many as last year, except on one occasion when a flock of up to 50 were at the bottom of the site, probably bathing in a pond. (frequent, especially drinking in ponds, and also carrying food and feeding young)
Dunnock: one, or very occasionally two, seen on multiple occasions; possibly nesting in bushes along the path downhill from the communal plot. (always present, probably at least five; certainly at least 2 singing males)

Wren: 1 on many occasions. (always present, at least 2 singing males)

House Sparrow: always a few, concentrated on a small number of plots with weeds, bare soli (for dusting) or bushes; no certain young yet seen and so far fewer overall than last year (always, at least a dozen adults and some young, one pair believed to have nested on our site)
Chaffinch: None reported (at least 2 males singing territorially)
Goldfinch: 1 or 2 reported frequently through most of month; maybe nesting somewhere. (at least 2, many times, singing territorially)
Greenfinch: None reported (once from the communal area bushes)
Amphibians: as last year, tadpoles throughout month in our communal pond, and one frog also seen well away from the pond
Butterflies and moths:
After the first few days of the month, very few butterflies reported this month compared with last year, e.g. this month no Red Admiral, or Painted Lady. 

Small Tortoiseshell: once or maybe twice.
Peacock: one once.  (up to 3 on many days in early May)
Small White: usually a few on the few dry warm days; (many throughout month)
Orange Tip: male and female on 26th; 2 on 29th. (at least one male and female, frequent in much of May)
Speckled Wood: one on 15th. ().
And no moths. (Small Magpie Moth (once). Another moderate sized moth, not identified. Also, increasing numbers of micro-moths, especially in the evenings).
Other insects etc:

Bumblebees: workers of the same three species as last year (White-tailed, Red-tailed and Carder) have all been seen, in good numbers on one plot, but my impression is that overall there are markedly fewer than last year, and some of the workers seem very small, possibly due to poor nutrition? (at least three different species, all workers).
Wasp (queens, possibly common wasp: 2 early in the month (Several worker common wasps).
Hoverflies: last year there were: ‘(many, looking like small bees, but with only one pair of wings)’; but I have not seen a single one yet this year, nor any reported.
Gooseberry sawfly: (reported from one plot on 29th. ().
Ladybird: a few adults through the month, but no larvae reported. (At least one beautiful black larva with white and yellow stripes in May).
Rosemary beetle: about five on one plot early in month but none since.

Small black ants (Lasius niger): several small colonies on at least one plot. No sign this year of any small yellow ants (Lasius flavus) but one possible small red ant worker was seen. 
Also: Centipedes: thin yellow centipedes (? ‘Western Yellow’) on several plots, also a more robust one with fewer legs and long feelers (possible a Stone Millipede) [Centipedes are different, and they roll up instead of running away when disturbed; they also have two pairs of legs in each body segment, while millipedes have only one.]
And the Sycamore Gall Mites (which result in the red lumps on the leaves) are back by the gate.
