AUGUST
Craigentinny Plotholders’ Meeting MINUTES

Saturday 14 August 2021 at 11.00

Present: Mike (chair), Elspeth, John Mc., Rod, Ernie, Kirsten, George (minutes), Joan P., Colin, Anna, Monica, James, Laurel
Apologies: John M., Fiona C., Ruth, Bill, Tara, Norma, Michelle.
1. Tom’s Memorial Tree – George will liaise with Katie and check with John M. about the plaque.
2. John Maule’s 50th Allotment Year - it was suggested that a BBQ might be a suitable way to mark this occasion. George will speak to John about this.
3. Treasurer’s Report – this had been circulated beforehand. Elspeth reported that we had £543.40 in the account and also £45 in cash donations ringed-fenced for ‘Tom’s Tree’. In the meantime, Rod would try to find out more on the double battery strimmer he had seen on Amazon and Michelle to be asked investigate whether a   solar powered recharging system would produce enough power for our purposes. Joan also offered to make inquiries about this.
4. Trolleys – Agreed that we would retain 4 of the shallow trolleys. John Mc offered to remove the rest. We would also investigate the discounted offer from FEDADA of a handcart.
5. Overgrown Paths– Agreed we would ask plotholders to keep all paths clear and cut back any overhanging brambles etc.
6. Security - concern was expressed about the security of the site. Agreed George would ask Ian Woolard to arrange the repair to the fence at far end of the plot by the main path and to check any other possible access points.
7. Items left at Gate – reaffirmed our policy: please leave any items that you no longer require that you think others might use at the gate and remove them if they are not taken after two weeks.
8. Plot Plan – George had produced a plot plan showing individual plots and their occupants. Some minor changes were made. George will place a copy on the notice board.
9. Website – Thanks to Joan P. for resurrecting the Craigentinny Allotment website (craigentinnyallotments.org.uk)
10. King’s Seeds – John Mc. Reminded us that King’s Seeds offer a discount of 40% to plotholders and also that there is a FEDAGA scheme for buying potatoes, onions and shallots.
11. Empty Kitchens – John Mc. Thanked everyone for their magnificent response to this appeal for produce. He will repeat this later in the year.
12. Notice Board – George will keep this up to date.
13. Rats – A few had been spotted. Monica will put some traps on their site.
14. Maintenance and upkeep of Communal Plot – agreed we would meet half an hour early for the next meeting to tackle this and also trim the sides of some paths.
15. Next Meeting – Saturday 11 September at 11.00 (10.30 for those able to help with item 14)
IF YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING A NOTE OF THESE MEETINGS AND WOULD LIKE TO, PLEASE EMAIL georgerubienski@gmail.com.
